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 City of Grand Blanc Planning Commission 

Minutes of June 19, 2017 

7:00 P.M. 

Present: Mayor Soderstrom Julie Nielsen  John Freel  

  Donald Becker Christopher Carr  Ryan Kuptz 

  Liz Lissner  

 

Absent: Robert Courneya Matt Wurtz 

    

Staff: Wendy Jean-Buhrer, Michelle Foster, Christina Irwin 

 

Guests: Andy Barbas, Kim Jackson, Ron Mraz, Ken Mraz, Paula Schmidt  

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Soderstrom at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

1. Approval of Agenda – Motion by Nielsen supported by Freel to approve the agenda for 

June 19, 2017 as submitted. All Yea. Motion carried. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes – Motion by Carr supported by Nielsen to approve the May 15, 

2017 minutes as submitted. All Yea. Motion carried. 

 

4. Public Comment - None. 

 

5. New Business –  

 a) Landscape Plan Review – Sunset Plaza Apartments – 12063 S. Saginaw Street  

Foster presented the background on the Landscape Plan. She then introduced 

Andy Barbas from Sunset Plaza Apartments to answer questions from the 

Commission. 

 

Motion by Freel to approve the amended site plan as presented with the 

modifications presented including; the changes to the south side of the north 

entrance and tree substitutions. Supported by Carr. All Yea. Motion carried. 

  

6. Old Business. 

a) Planner Update on ZBA and Commission Approvals – No Update  

b)  Master Plan Update – Foster presented the Downtown Plan. She stated this plan 

was a major component of a complete Master Plan, which will be presented next 

month. The Downtown Plan is based on the public identifying areas that need to 

be preserved, enhanced, or transformed within the Downtown. The public would 

like to see a good mix of businesses with a pedestrian-friendly traditional 

downtown area. Ideas for pedestrian buffers from traffic were discussed by the 

commission.  

 Discussion ensued regarding ways to improve some downtown businesses. City 

incentives and the DDA were mentioned as ideas to assist businesses with visual 
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improvements. Jean-Buhrer and Soderstrom agreed that attempts have been made 

to reach out to businesses that need some visual improving. These are private 

property owners that have decided not to accept assistance from the City for plans 

of some visual improvements. The City is not able to force private property 

owners to comply for visually appealing reasons. 

 

7.  Miscellaneous 

 

a) Next Planning Commission Meeting – July 17, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. 

b) Redevelopment Ready Communities Update –  Jean-Buhrer stated the enclosed 

review showed the City has been making good progress. There will be a meeting 

with our representatives from the MEDC and RRC to discuss technical advice.  

 Jean-Buhrer discussed the presentation to the Bureau of Construction Codes by 

Ted Sczepanski, Bethany Smith, and herself coming up in July. This presentation 

and approval process would allow the City to take over the Mechanical, 

Plumbing, and Electrical permits from the State. This would significantly 

streamline the building process for developers and builders.    

c) Significant discussion ensued regarding the recent temporary sign approval given 

to a local business, Paris the Jeweler, by the City Council during the Sign 

Moratorium at the City Council meeting on June 14, 2017. The Commission had 

many questions and opinions. Soderstrom explained the discussion of the City 

Council meeting. Jean-Buhrer then read the motion from the City Council out 

loud for the Commission’s benefit. Soderstrom stated the City Attorney, Walt 

Griffin, had been consulted during the City Council’s decision process. Foster 

explained the moratorium’s appeal process, which is the applicant requests the 

City Council’s approval.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:17 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Christina Irwin 

Planning Commission Secretary 

City of Grand Blanc 


